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SUBJECT: STEEL: STEEL PRODUCTIN AND NEW ORDERS IN 1975 
REF: EC BRUSSELS 1154 

1 . THE MISSION HAS OBTAINED OFFICIAL EC FIGURES FOR EC STEEL 
PRODUCTION AND NEW ORDERS IN 1975 EC STEEL PRODUCTION IN 
1975 WAS 125.3MILLION METRIC TONS (M.T.) DOWN FROM 155.6 MILLION 
METRIC TONS IN 1974 (-19.5 PERCENT) AND DOWN FROM 150.1 MILLION 
M.T IN 1973 (-16.5 PERCENT) THE PREVIOUS YEAR IN WHICH EC STEEL 
PRODUCTION REACHED SUCH JOW LEVELS WAS IN 1968 (125 MILLION 
M.T.). OVERALL.THE EC STEEL INDUSTRY WAS PRODUCINT AT 65.5 
PERCENT OF MAXIMUM CAPACITY. 

2. THE CRUDE STEEL PRODUCTIN BY MEMBER STATES (MILLION 
METRIC TONS)IS AS FOLLOWS: 

1975 1974 PERCENT 

GERMANY 40.4 53.2 -24.1 

FRANCE 21.5 27. -20.3 

ITALY 21.9 23.9 -8.1 

NETHERLANDS 4.8 5.8 -17.4 

BELGIUM 11.6 16.2 -28.6 

LUXEMBOURG 4.6 6.4 -28.3 

UK 19.8 22.3 -11.4 

DENMARK .6 .5 PLUS 4.1 
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EC 125.3 155.6 -19.5 

3. THERE FOLLOW THE EC COMMISSION'S PROVISIONAL FIGURES FOR B 
BOTH DECEMBER AND 1975 REGARDING ORDERS PLACED WITH THE EC 
STEEL INDUSTRY FOR FINISHED LAMINATED PRODUCTS AND END 
PRODUCTS AS WELL AS FOR INGOTS.SEMI-FINISHED PRODUCTS AND COILS. 

(SPECIAL STEEL ARE NOT INCLUDED.) 

IN MILLION METRIC TONS: 

ORDERS FROM ORDERS FROM 
THE ECSC THIRD COUNTRIES TOTAL 
DEC. 1975 6.9 .8 7.7 

NOW. 1975 6.3 .9 7.2 

PERCENTAGE 

CHANGE PLUS 9.9 -9. PLUS 7.5D 

DEC. 1974 5.4 1.9 7.3 

DECM 1974/75 PLUS 26.7 PER. -55.4 PER. PLUS 5.7 PER. 

1975 70.1 16.3 83.3 

1974 86.9 21.2 108.0 

PERCENTAGE -19.4 -23.1 -20.1 

4. WE NOTE THAT THE ORDERS IN DECEMBER WERE 9.9 PERCENT 
ABOVE THOSE FOR NOVEMBER 1 975. NOT 9.9 PERCENT 

ABOVE ORDERS FOR DECEMBER 1974 AS REPORTED IN PARA 3 
OF REFTEL. THE COMPARISON WITH DECEMBER 1975FOR 
ORDERS FROM WITHIN THE EC ACTUALLY SHOWS A SOLID 26.7 
PERCENT INCREASE. HOWEVER.THE DRAMATIC DROP IN 
THIRD COUNTRY ORDERS. 55.4 PERCENT.REDUCES THE TOTAL 
INCREASE IN ORDERS OVER DECEMBER 1974 TO 5.7 PERCENT. 

A CONTACT AT THE FRENCH PERM REP TOLD US THAT 
THE FRENCH FEAR THAT DESPITE THE RISE IN DEMAND FOR 
STEEL WITHIN THE EC.THE LACK OF DEMAND ON THE WORLD 
MARKET WILL BE REFLECTED IN DOMESTIC OVERSUPPLY AND 
HAVE A DAMPENING EFFECT ON PRICES. 

MORRIS 
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